
CAUSE NO: ___________

THE STATE OF TEXAS


    IN THE DISTRICT COURT

VS.

__________________________


    ________COUNTY, TEXAS


SELF-REPRESENTATION ADMONISHMENTS PRIVATE 

I understand I have the following rights and admonishments:
1. I am mentally competent and am capable of self-representation.

2. I understand I am entitled to have counsel appointed to me if I am found to be indigent.

3. I understand that I will receive no special favors or assistance from the judge or justices.

4. I will be expected to comply with all relevant rules of procedural, evidentiary and substantive law.

5. The right to self-representation is not a license to abuse the dignity of the courtroom or the justice system.

6. By virtue of self-representation I will relinquish many of the traditional benefits associated with the right to counsel:

a) May lose whatever defense I may have;


b) May forgo any error in the indictment;

c) May waive errors in admission and exclusion of evidence;

d) May be convicted upon incompetent, irrelevant or otherwise inadmissible evidence;

e) Face the danger of conviction, though I may not be guilty, because I do not know how to establish my innocence;

f) Forgo the right to the effective assistance of counsel, and may not be heard later to complain on this ground; and

g) Forgo benefits that the assistance of counsel helps protect, such as, the effective assistance of a competent attorney on appeal of his trial.

I have been advised this _____ day of _________________, 20___, by

the 8th Judicial District Court of my right to representation by counsel in the appeal of the charge pending against me.  I have been further advised that if I am unable to afford counsel, one will be appointed for me free of charge.  
Understanding my right to have counsel appointed for me free of charge if I am not financially able to employ counsel, I wish to waive that right and request the court to proceed with my case without an attorney being appointed for me.  I hereby waive my right to counsel.




______________________________

          
Signature of Defendant
 

Signed and attested before me this _____ day of _____________  2010.




______________________________




Notary Public

